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2012 is our year to highlight  

contemporary carnival glass. Every issue will  

include educational articles about carnival glass 
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REAL OR FAKE?  
Find out how you can tell on page 6. 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR:     SSCGA Newsletter Editors:   

Sandy Sage (Suzi Sunshine)     John & Loretta Nielsen                  
12600 Beaconsdale Circle     772-287-1443                                                                                          
Austin, Texas   78727      E-mail: jnie222@bellsouth.net  

512-255-1176       

E-mail: rsage1@austin.rr.com    Sunshine Club Members:  We want to hear from you!

       Send photos and stories about you and your 

       carnival glass to the editor, Sandy Sage (Suzi Sunshine).        
Newsletter Secretaries                                      
John & Loretta Nielsen          

772-287-1443                                                                                          

E-mail: jnie222@bellsouth.net                       

 

Newsletter Contributors                                              

Elaine Blair 

Loretta & John Nielsen 

Dolores Sage 

Sandy Sage 

          

The Sunshine Club newsletters are published in March, June, September, and December each year. Deadlines are February 1, 
May 1, August 1, and November 1. Please submit articles to the editor for consideration for publication. 
 
Please obtain permission from the editor or writer before reusing any material in this publication. 

Club Information 

SUNSHINE CLUB INFORMATION 
 

 
Suzi Sunshine says be sure to look on page 3 for a Coming 
Attractions announcement about our club! 
 
This issue concludes our series of articles on Contemporary  
Carnival glass. I hope you enjoyed the articles and learned  
something new about the patterns, colors, and manufacturers of 
Contemporary Carnival glass. 
 

Watch the mail for your annual gift.  As an incentive to continue 
learning more about  the subject matter of our 2012 newsletter  
articles, your gift will be a piece of Contemporary Carnival glass.  

mailto:jnie222@bellsouth.net
mailto:rsage1@austin.rr.com
mailto:jnie222@bellsouth.net


3 

 
Member News 

As 2012 winds down to a close, it's time to look at what's ahead for our Sunshine 

Club. We are losing our parent club, SSCGA, and it's time to step out on our own. 

Great things are happening.  

1st: A name change. After consulting with a few of our members, it was decided 

we needed a new, interesting, and relevant name. So, beginning in 2013, you will 

belong to IRIDESCENT NATION, a carnival glass club for junior members.  

(Be sure to learn how to spell IRIDESCENT.) What does our new name mean? One 

definition of nation is: "a community of people that share something in common." 

We fit that in our love of the beauty of carnival glass. Iridescent means producing 

a display of lustrous, rainbow-like color. So our new name clearly better describes 

our club. 

2nd: Our own Website. Our thanks to SageSolution.net for the complimentary  

design of our new Website www.iridescentnation.com. Look for it online in January, 

2013. Our Website will have photos, membership information, links to Carnival 

Glass resources, and links that will enable you access copies of previous  

newsletters. Our Newsletter editor, Sandy Sage, will be in charge of the Website 

and will answer any of your questions. Her email address is rsage1@austin.rr.com 

and her mailing address is 12600 Beaconsdale Circle, Austin, Texas 78727. 

3rd: Newsletters. You may elect to receive your newsletter sent by email or  

regular mail. We know many prefer email these days. Email gives you the option to 

access and file carnival articles in your computer or print them out for your  

notebook. Email also lets us keep our costs down and keeps dues to $10.          

4th: Carnival Glass. Our yearly free gift of a piece of carnival glass will continue 

to help you build your collection.     

5th: The future? Ideas are being considered. Facebook, online auctions, etc. 

So join IRIDESCENT NATION  in 2013.  

Get your friends to join and share your hobby.  

Great things are coming ! 

http://www.iridescentnation.com
mailto:rsage1@austin.rr.com
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Carnival Article 

 
 

A Santa Claus Carnival Christmas 
 
 

 
Did you know that there are many pieces of contemporary  
carnival glass that pictured Santa Claus and other Christmas 
themes?  The Santa above was made by Fenton; we do not know 
who made the two  "Santa Bottles" shown here, but from the corks 
in the tops they could have held some kind of Christmas drink. 

 
Below are two Santas in sleighs, again both were made by Fenton.
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The blue crèche figures below were also made by Fenton, and we bought them on several  
visits to their store in West Virginia. They make a beautiful display in our house at Christmas 
with our Santa pieces. 

By Loretta & John Nielsen 
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Just for Fun from the archives 
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Carnival Article 

 

 

        

 

 

By Elaine Blair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I divide the making of carnival glass into three time periods…old, late, and contemporary (or new).  
The “old” carnival was made between 1908 and 1920.  “Late” carnival was produced during the 1920s 
to 1930s.  “Contemporary” (newer) was made from the 1970s until now.  Many contemporary  
patterns are re-makes, or re-issues, or reproductions of older patterns.  The Fenton Glass Company is 
one company who has re-issued many pieces made from “old” glass molds.  But Fenton is not trying 
to trick a collector into thinking they are buying an “old” piece.  Fenton, as well as several other 
“honest” glass companies, place their mark on the glass so that a buyer will know that the piece 
they’re holding is not old. 
 
Unfortunately, there are some companies that are trying to trick the buyer into thinking they are buy-
ing an “old” piece of glass.  I call this type of glass “fakes.”   
 
So…how can you tell the fake from the real thing?  Let’s compare an example of the Butterfly and Ber-
ry pattern in an old piece of glass with a fake.  In these pictures, the blue bowl on the left is old.  The 
white bowl is the fake.   
 

Butterfly in the middle of the bowl… 
 
   Old                                                                          Fake 
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Carnival Article, continued 

Leaves on the inside (interior) of the bowl… 
 
   Old                                                                          Fake 

Berries on the inside (interior) of the bowl… 
 
   Old        Fake 

Butterfly on the outside (exterior) of the bowl… 
 
   Old       Fake 
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Carnival Article, continued 

Berries on the outside (exterior) of the bowl… 
 
   Old       Fake 

The Feet… 
 
   Old       Fake 

When you have the two bowls next to each other, it’s fairly easy to tell that the old bowl’s 
pattern is more detailed than the fake.  But I have to confess, my husband and I have the 
fake bowl because we were fooled.  When we first began collecting carnival glass, we found 
the white bowl in an antique shop in Gladewater, Texas.  I remember how excited we were 
thinking that we’d discovered a treasure.  And, we paid an “old” bowl price.  We found out 
later that old bowls in the Butterfly and Berry pattern weren’t even made in the color 
“white opalescence.” 
 
Other tips that may help you tell the difference…often, but not always, the fake weighs 
more than the old.  My husband, Fred, came up with a little saying that has helped us.  “If 
it’s heavier than you…it’s new!”  Also, sometimes the fakes have a shininess that the old 
glass doesn’t usually have.   
 
Don’t be discouraged.  The more of the old glass that you handle, the easier it will be to spot 
the fakes.  It just takes practice!  
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Birthdays 

January 
 

11 – Kristen Burkhardt 

13 – Cory Cox 

18 – Cassie Royle 

20 – Nathaniel Dunham  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

February 

 

  8 – Spencer Williams 

  9 – Hanna Martin 

15 – Laikyn Sage 

20 – Skyla Hill 

29 – Killian Welsh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

March 

 

   7 – Brittany Booker 

 12 – Carly Seeck 

   

   

ANSWERS TO JUMBLE ON PAGE 5. 
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IIIrrriiidddeeesssccceeennnttt   NNNaaatttiiiooonnn   
www.iridescentnation.com 

 

Welcome to “Iridescent Nation” the carnival glass club for junior members formerly known as the Sunshine 

Club. Enroll your children, grandchildren, etc. at a low yearly membership cost of $10.00 (US) per child. The 

membership fee helps to cover club expenses including printing and postage to mail a free piece of glass every 

year to each member. Members of the club will receive a binder to keep newsletters, special forms, articles, and 

other information we will send them. They will also receive a quarterly newsletter addressed directly to them. 

It will include informative articles on carnival glass, a variety of fun games, puzzles, riddles and short articles 

with every page in full color and plenty of pictures of Carnival Glass. We prefer that members receive their 

newsletters by email to keep our costs down. In the form below please provide an email address, if okay, or 

check to have the newsletter mailed. Our new website, www.iridescentnation.com, will be online January, 2013! 
  

Please fill out the following information to enroll your child as a member: 

 

___ New Member                            ___ Renewal 

 

Sponsor’s Name (s) __________________________________________________  

Child’s Name ______________________________________________________  

Birthday (Day/Month/Year) _______________________________  

Street Address _____________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________  

*Please send my newsletter electronically (PDF format)  

Email  

No thank you, please send by U.S. Mail _____ (check here) 

 

___ New Member                            ___ Renewal 

 

Child’s Name ______________________________________________________  

M/F ______ Birthday (Day/Month/Year) ________________________________  

Street Address _____________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________  

*Please send my newsletter electronically (PDF format)  

Email 

No thank you, please send by U.S. Mail _____ (check here) 

 

Please fill out and return this form with a check for $10.00 (US) per sponsored child payable to: Iridescent Nation, c/

o John Nielsen, 2011 SW Oak Ridge Rd., Palm City, FL 34990. Contact John Nielsen with questions, at 772-287-

1443 or email to jnie222@bellsouth.net 

  
If you wish to contribute an article or puzzle for the newsletter, send it to Sandy Sage, 12600 Beaconsdale Circle, 

Austin, TX 78727 or email to  rsage1@austin.rr.com  Contact Sandy Sage with questions at 512-255-1176 or  

rsage1@austin.rr.com  

http://www.iridescentnation.com
http://www.iridescentnation.com

